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Invitation to participate in the drawing up of the programme for Nanterre's OLAF (FALP)  (Outlying Local Authorities Forum) 2006



A specific approach to the world of metropolises

With seven months to go before the "Worldwide Outlying Local Authorities Forum – a specific approach to the world of metropolises", we are about to begin drawing up the programme.

We already have a basis on which to build. Since 2002, outlying towns have been working together, organizing the 1st Nanterre International Encounters in October 2002, creating the Outlying Towns and Participatory Democracy network, and making their voices heard at major international events involving local authorities.

The initial questions to be discussed, which we outline in this document and are inspired by this groundwork, are not intended to finalise the programme but rather to be a source of inspiration for its construction.

This is merely a preliminary consultation. The advice, contributions and points of interest collected during this initial phase will allow us to develop together, during a later phase (from November onwards), the entire contents of the plenary sessions, workshops
 and speeches (with priority being given to proposals put forward by the co-organisers).

The www.falp.nanterre.fr web site has been opened, so that everyone can contribute to this discussion.

The issues proposed below are, moreover, in keeping with several objectives:

1) They are based on our starting point: the approach taken by outlying towns vis-à-vis the challenges facing metropolises, in conjunction with the goal of participating in the debate concerning three main orientations we have defined, namely metropolises that are democratic, are for everyone, and are sustainable. We believe these major challenges for the present and future of the world concern our areas, and we hope to tackle them on the basis of our experience of reality as outlying local authorities.

2) Also with outlying areas as a starting point, we hope to integrate themes suggested by other city networks: the millennium goals, the place cities occupy in worldwide institutions, local autonomy, social inclusion, participatory democracy, Agenda 21 for culture, sustainable development and human rights in the city, in order to contribute to their activities from our own standpoint.

3) Issues can be raised in different ways, depending on the orientation chosen. During this phase, we prefer not to make arbitrary choices, but to leave room for discussion.

4) These issues are not exhaustive – in fact; the opposite is the case; they are simply some proposals, which participants are free to complete or reformulate.

5) We have opted for the interrogative approach. Indeed, we believe that the issue of metropolitanisation raises questions concerning the reality, and practices, encountered in the diverse situations that exist in outlying towns.

The OLAF (FALP) is designed to function as a dialogue between local authorities and researchers. We have seen that the economic, social, urban, political and philosophical aspects of metropolitanisation, as well as its relationship with the logic behind globalisation, is being extensively studied throughout the world, and we hope to benefit from the advantages this offers.

The OLAF (FALP) is also open to associations and citizens who live, act, suffer and blossom in metropolises, as the contributions of "citizen experts", based on their daily experience of urban reality, is an essential element in the construction of a dialogue that promotes democratic, sustainable metropolises based on principles of solidarity.

Which organization of the debate?
The Forum could be organised along the following lines: an opening session in which the general orientation of the event is stated, plenary sessions based around the 3 specific orientations, and theme-based workshops (2 or 3, depending on the budget available), culminating in a final joint discussion session.

( The Opening 

The OLAF (FALP) would begin by the raising of issues – from the standpoint of outlying towns -concerning the evolution of metropolises in the current logic of globalisation, with a dynamic sharing of experiences by local authorities and town planners, sociologists and economists.

.

These issues would be studied via a series of questions.

"Outlying areas: a specific standpoint for understanding the world of metropolises and influencing it?"
Viewed from outlying areas, how should the relationship between globalisation/metropolitanisation be interpreted?

What are the consequences of the globalisation/metropolitanisation relationship for outlying areas?

Is it possible to influence the logic behind "metropolitanisation/globalisation" from outlying areas?

Does the current logic of metropolitanisation change the "centre/outlying areas" relationship? Does it create a new global territory?

Is the view from outlying areas a pertinent one that will allow us to understand and influence globalisation/metropolitanisation?

1. A democratic metropolis

This theme will cover the issue of political spaces in metropolises, via the question of the "functional area/institutional area" relationship that exists in metropolises composed of several local authorities.

Our experience indicates that this question is relevant in many regions throughout the world.

Do outlying areas need urban governance? If so, why, and in what form? Urban governance (or urban power): for or against outlying areas? What are the specific approaches to urban governance from outlying areas?

Urban governance with or without local autonomy for outlying towns? From outlying metropolitan areas: how can citizens participate in urban projects? Is participatory democracy feasible on a metropolitan scale? What is the role of outlying towns in urban participatory democracy? Outlying towns' need for identity and self-esteem: is it an opportunity for, or a threat to, urban democracy?

Seen from outlying areas, does metropolitanisation call for a different distribution of wealth? Based on what democratic logic?

( A metropolis for everyone
Metropolises reflect the human, social and regional consequences of the current logic behind globalisation. They raise the issues of what globalisation means with regard to the challenge of social inclusion in the face of the trend towards social exclusion and social and spatial relegation. Many outlying towns are at the heart of this struggle and refuse to take a fatalistic approach. They participate in the debate and act in favour of social inclusion and a metropolis for all, sometimes in innovative ways as regards democracy and access to rights.

What role (and what practices) do outlying towns have to combat the challenge of social inclusion in metropolises for everyone based on solidarity? -Culture, sport, education, young people.




New cultural actions in outlying towns: do they offer an advantage for metropolises and are they a driving force for social change? What is at stake as regards the Agenda 21 for culture programme? 

What are the cultural and sporting actions that constitute the collective identities of outlying towns and enrich metropolitan diversity?

In metropolises, do outlying towns contribute to the success and personal development of young people?

What effects do outlying towns have on people's access to healthcare, education, etc. in metropolises?

Worldwide debate about these services is heated, as witnessed by the way in which local authorities have mobilised with regard to the GATS (General Agreement on Trade in Services). Their actions concern the future of public areas, towns and therefore metropolises. It is only normal that outlying areas share their experiences from the standpoint of their realities.

What is the logic behind the development of services (healthcare, transport, housing, education, etc.) in a metropolis for everyone? Is there a competitive liberated market? Is there development and co-operation of public services? What is the view of outlying areas? Is the GATS
 an opportunity for, or a threat to, citizens in outlying towns?

Outlying areas: are they a place of reception in a metropolis for and by everyone, or are they a place of segregation and social and democratic relegation? In the face of the "Gentrification" movement, is the right to council housing the responsibility of a metropolis?
( A sustainable metropolis

The awareness that our planet is fragile raises questions concerning our modes of development, our way of living together and our urban lifestyle. This is evidenced by the debate over the "dense city/spread-out city" question, together with the move to put in place an Agenda 21 for sustainable development in cities.

Outlying areas – city centres: what are the joint and communal development projects? What spatial organisation of activities is in place? What about polycentrism? What are the choices as regards social and environmental factors? (In the fields of town planning, travel and transport, major urban development projects, etc.)

Should we design a principle that the right of restoration in outlying areas is necessary for the construction of a sustainable metropolis? (Environment, creation of mutual resources, mutual needs, etc.)

Do we need a metropolitan Agenda 21 or the sum of local Agenda 21s? What is the view as seen from outlying areas?

Coorganiser on 10 september 2005
Badalone  (Barcelona metropolis, Spain), Bobigny (Paris metropolis, France), Bondy (Paris metropolis, France), the Seine-Saint-Denis Department (Paris metropolis, France), the Val de Marne department (Paris metropolis, France), Diadema (Sao Paulo metropolis, Brazil), El Bosque (Santiago metropolis, Chili), Esteio (Porto Alegre metropolis, Brazil), Gravatai (Porto Alegre metropolis, Brazil), Gennevilliers (Paris metropolis, France), Guarulhos (Sao Paulo metropolis, Brazil), Han Bel Air (Dakar metropolis, Senegal), Limeil Brevannes (Paris metropolis, France), Malakoff ( Paris metropolis, France) Malvinas Argentina ( Buenos Aires metropolis, Argentina), Molins de Rey (Barcelona metropolis, Spain), Montreuil sous Bois (Paris metropolis, France), Nanterre (Paris metropolis, France), Plaine-Commune (conurbation committee , Paris metropolis, France), Petrzalka, (Bratislava Metropolise – Slovaquie),  Rezé (Nantes metropolis, France), Rivas Vaciamadrid (Madrid metropolis,  Spain), Saint-Denis (Paris metropolis-France), Santa Coloma de Gramenet (Barcelona metropolis, Spain), Santo Andre (Sao Paulo metropolise, Brazil), Sesto San Giovanni (Milan metropolis, Italy), Sétubal (Lisbon metropolis, Portugal), Viamao (Porto Alegre metropolis, Brazil), Viladecans (Barcelona metropolis, Spain), Villa el Salvador ( Lima metropolis, Peru)

Partners
University of  “Paris 10 – Nanterre”

City of Paris, City of San Salvador
United Cities and Locals Governments (UCLG), the Local Authorities for Social Inclusion Forum’s worldwide network, the International Watchdog on Participative Democracy (IWPD), International Center of Urban Management, International Alliance of Inhabitants (IAI), the International Association of Expert Technicians and Researchers (AITEC),
the Mayors’ Association of the French Suburbs (AMVBF), Unites Cities France (CUF)Documentation and training information center of the elected officials (CIDEFE – France), Training and Citizenship (France), ATTAC-France
� The number of workshops will depend on the funds available for translations. The city of Nanterre will provide a conference venue in the city-centre for the plenary sessions and 3 other venues for the workshops. It is currently looking into the cost of a venue equipped for translation into 4 languages (French, Spanish, English and Portuguese) and will consider this in relation to the budget it has decided to allocate to the OLAF.


� Géneral agreement on the Trade of the Services (discussed in the World Trade Organization)
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