
WORKING TOWARDS THE "WORLD FORUM FOR

SUBURBAN LOCAL AUTHORITIES (FALP)- 

A SPECIFIC APPROACH TO THE WORLD

OF URBAN METROPOLISES"

Our traditions and experiences may be many miles apart, and our languages and urban realities
may differ, but they share a common reality: that of being local authorities "of the people" now
located on the "outskirts" of huge urban metropolises that are characterised by the "centre" to
which they are linked.

Organised jointly by outlying towns in Europe and Latin America, the "Nanterre International
Encounters" which took place in October 2002 permitted an initial exchange of experiences, infor-
mation, practices and studies concerning this specific question.

As a follow-up to those meetings, the worldwide network known as "Outlying Towns &
Participatory Democracy" was created, with the aim of inventing and instituting forums in which to
pursue these discussions and thereby increasing the variety of players involved worldwide.

Thanks to this network, we have been able to make our voices heard, and thus present our pro-
blems in detail at major events such as the Worldwide and European Local Authorities' Forums for
Social Inclusion, the URBIS conferences and the founding "United Cities and Local Governments "
(UCLG) congress.

We now want to enter a new phase that will allow us to continue this dynamics of "working toge-
ther" by using these exchanges to further our mutual understanding of the reality of the world of
urban metropolises, drawing on our own specific views and experiences as outlying local authori-
ties, and developing it based on our own inspirations and practical means.

As outlying local authorities, the challenges we face, both every day and as part of planning for the
future, raise questions concerning the current logic of the "globalised" urban world: a city that
belongs to everyone, the direction of national and regional development (marketing of space, spa-
tialization of activities, social segregation and division of land), the right to housing, public servi-
ces, urban transport, sustainable development, social inclusion, the distribution of wealth, demo-
cracy, etc.
Our local communities carry with them a great many aspirations and experiences with respect to
social inclusion and the creation of new rights. Although they often have very few resources at
their disposal, they work towards the citizens' democratic participation in the development of
solutions based on solidarity, in the face of inequality and the challenges of today and tomorrow.

Our contributions, based on our experience of reality, are vital if we are to construct democratic
and sustainable metropolises for everyone within this world we share.

To this end, we are launching an appeal to all outlying local authorities throughout the world that
wish to participate, as well as to any interested researchers and citizens, to join us in developing
the programme for an "Outlying Local Authorities' Forum" which we propose to organize together
in Nanterre (Metropolis of Paris - France) on March 2nd, 3rd and 4th, 2006.

Worldwide network "Outlying Towns and Participatory Democracy"

 



Provisional list of the coorganisers :  

Badalone  (Barcelona metropolis, Spain), Bobigny (Paris metropolis, France), Bondy (Paris metro-
polis, France), the Seine-Saint-Denis Department (Paris metropolis, France), the Val-de-Marne
department (Paris metropolis, France), Diadema (Sao Paulo metropolis, Brazil), El Bosque
(Santiago metropolis, Chili), Esteio (Porto Alegre metropolis, Brazil), Gravatai (Porto Alegre
metropolis, Brazil), Gennevilliers (Paris metropolis, France), Guarulhos (Sao Paulo metropolis,
Brazil), Han Bel Air (Dakar metropolis, Senegal), Limeil Brevannes (Paris metropolis, France),
Malakoff (Paris metropolis, France ), Malvinas Argentina (Buenos Aires metropolis, Argentina),
Molins de Rei (Barcelona metropolis, Spain),Montreuil-sous-Bois (Paris metropolis, France),
Nanterre (Paris metropolis, France), Plaine-Commune (conurbation committee , Paris metropole,
France), Petrzalka (Bratislava metropolis, Slovaquie), Rézé (Nantes metropolis, France), Rivas
Vaciamadrid (Madrid metropolis,  Spain), Saint-Denis (Paris metropolis, France), Santa Coloma de
Gramenet (Barcelona metropolis, Spain), Santo Andre (Sao Paulo metropolis, Brazil) ; Sesto San
Giovanni (Milan metropolis, Italy), Sétubal (Lisbon metropolis, Portugal), Viamao (Porto Alegre
metropolis, Brazil), Viladecans (Barcelona metropolis, Spain), Villa el Salvador (Lima metropolis,
Peru)

Partners :
University Paris X-Nanterre

City of Paris - City of San Salvador
United Cities and Locals Governments (UCLG)
World Network Local Authorities Forum for Social Inclusion ((LAF)
International Watchdog on Participative Democracy (IWPD)
International Center of Urban Management
International Association of Expert Technicians and Researchers (AITEC)
International Alliance of Inhabitants (IAI)

Mayors' Association of the French Suburbs (AMVBF)
Cités Unies France (CUF)
ATTAC France
Documentation and training information center of the elected officials (CIDEFE -French)
Training and Citizenship (French)

 


